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Disclaimer

 The author is a Research Specialist in the Ministry of 
Planning, Housing and the Environment, Government 
of Trinidad and Tobago. Since 1991, he has been a 
consultant in the private sector on a number of 
Planning Studies, Environmental Impact Assessments 
and Social Impact Assessments.  The comments and 
views of this paper and presentation are entirely 
those of the author and are not necessarily that of 
the Ministry of Planning, Housing and the 
Environment or of the Statutory Approval agencies –
The EMA or TCPD, under the said Ministry; or any of 
his clients.
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 Assessment model has not worked
 What is Economic Development?
 What is Urbanization?
 What is the relevance of Housing?
 Is there a process to Urbanization?
 Are there different types of Urbanization?
 What is the role of Economic Development 

in Urbanization?
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 No link with the environment- however it is 
defined

 No link with environmental services
 No “green issues”
 Environmental degradation is seen as 

outcome of economic development
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Conclusion on Urbanization 
 Debates on over-urbanization- carrying 

capacity of cities
 Primacy
 Urban Exclusion & Environmental Racism-

NIMBY
 Need for newer urbanization
 Cities should be allowed to grow
 Management of urban and living spaces
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 Housing, Urbanization and Economic 
Development are linked

 Human Habitat in Cities
 Environmental services within the Human 

Habitat
 Improvement in Human Habitat- increase 

the carrying capacity- physical, economic 
and social dimensions
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 Housing (Noun)

 Economic Development

 Urbanization
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 Need for new set of tools- sharp tools
 Existing Economic, Urban and Housing 

Indicators not going far enough
 Dow hit 11,000 last night! So what?
 Did so 11 years ago and 2 years ago
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